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The Collapsitarian’s Cheat Sheet 

The following are bits of facts about the desperate situation climate collapse has 
put us in. I chose from two places where I picked out what seemed to best 
illustrate the point of climate collapse and how bad it really is. The first is a widely 
shared article by climate scientists which is a short few pages and brilliantly and 
directly states the urgent situation. I highly recommend it as a 20-minute read for 
anyone curious about climate collapse from a scientific article. For a more easy-
going primer I recommend the Wikipedia page of Climate Apocalypse 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Climate_apocalypse). 

From ‘Underestimating the Challenges of Avoiding a Ghastly Future’ 
(https://doi.org/10.3389/fcosc.2020.615419) 

 We report three major and confronting environmental issues that have received little attention
and require urgent action. First, we review the evidence that future environmental conditions will
be far more dangerous than currently believed. The scale of the threats to the biosphere and all
its lifeforms—including humanity—is in fact so great that it is difficult to grasp for even well
informed experts.

 Population sizes of vertebrate species that have been monitored across years have declined by
an average of 68% over the last five decades.
With such a rapid, catastrophic loss of biodiversity, the ecosystem services it provides have also
declined. These include reduced carbon sequestration, reduced pollination, soil degradation,
poorer water and air quality, more frequent and intense flooding, and fires, and compromised
human health.

 By some estimates, 700–800 million people are starving and 1–2 billion are micronutrient- 
malnourished and unable to function fully, with prospects of many more food problems in the
near future.
Humanity’s consumption as a fraction of Earth’s regenerative capacity has grown from ∼73% in
1960 to 170% in 2016.

 Humanity is running an ecological Ponzi scheme in which society robs nature and future
generations to pay for boosting incomes in the short term.

 Even assuming that all signatories [of the 2015 Paris Agreement] do, in fact, manage to ratify
their commitments (a doubtful prospect), expected warming would still reach 2.6–3.1C by 2100.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Climate_apocalypse
https://doi.org/10.3389/fcosc.2020.615419
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 Today’s greenhouse-gas concentration is >500 ppm CO2-e, while according to the IPCC, 450 
ppm CO2-e would give Earth a mere 66% chance of not exceeding a 2C warming (IPCC, 2014). 
Greenhouse-gas concentration will continue to increase (via positive feedbacks such as melting 
permafrost and the release of stored methane), resulting in further delay of temperature- reducing 
responses even if humanity stops using fossil fuels entirely well before 2030. 
 

 The predominant paradigm is still one of pegging “environment” against “economy”; yet in reality, 
the choice is between exiting overshoot by design or disaster—because exiting overshoot is 
inevitable one way or another. 
 

 Climate change and other environmental pressures will trigger more mass migration over the 
coming decades, with an estimated 25 million to 1 billion environmental migrants expected by 
2050. 

 

From the 6th IPCC Assessment report   
(https://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar6/wg2/)  

 In Southern Europe, more than a third of the population will be exposed to water scarcity at 2°C GWL; 
under 3°C GWL, this risk will double. For Western Central and Southern Europe, and for many cities, 
the risk of water scarcity will increase strongly under 3°C GWL. Coastal flood damage is projected to 
increase at least tenfold by the end of the 21st century, and even more or earlier with current adaptation 
and mitigation.  
 

 The average global temperature is likely to reach or cross the 1.5°C warming threshold within 20 years. 
The pledges to cut emissions made so far are nowhere near enough to start reducing level of 
greenhouse gases. 
 

 Humans have already pushed the average global temperature up 1.1C from its pre-industrial average 
- and would have raised it 0.5C further without the tempering effect of pollution in the atmosphere. That 
means that, even as societies move away from fossil fuels, temperatures will be pushed up again by 
the loss of the airborne pollutants that come with them and currently reflect away some of the sun's 
heat. 
 

 A rise of 1.5C is generally seen as the most that humanity could cope with without suffering widespread 
economic and social upheaval. 
 

 Some changes are already "locked in". Greenland’s sheet of land-ice is "virtually certain" to continue 
melting, and raising the sea level, which will continue to rise for centuries to come as the oceans warm 
and expand. 
 

 It could get even worse, if warming triggers feedback loops that release even more climate-warming 
carbon emissions -- such as the melting of Arctic permafrost or the dieback of global forests. 

 

https://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar6/wg2/
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